A firm must advertise. The name of the farmer's son
appears in many books with elegant and somewhat high-flown
titles, for example The Harvest of the Years, His achieve-
ments are described in twelve thick volumes,, containing
sparkling wit., good humour, mist. And what will certainly
strike the reader's imagination most of all are the colossal
flowers, the fruit of monstrous dimensions, the story about
the twenty thousand plum trees grown in nine months, and
about the sixty-five thousand blackberry-raspberry hybrids
destroyed at the wizard's command.
Burbank died in 1926, and his "firm of wonders" went
out of existence at once. No successors to Burbank were found
in America. Nobody cared about what became of his orchard.
It was sold by auction, and the newspapers did not even
report the sale.
STRUGGLE AND TRIUMPH
For merriment
our planet
is  little equipped
Joy .
must be
torn
from   future days.
V. Mayakovsky
In the end, all the work of Luther Burbank, the "Cali-
fornian Wizard," the whole of his very long life, remained
but an episode, which had no particular consequences for
the history of science. More than anything, it was the indi-
vidual luck of a man who was born "with a silver spoon in
his mouth." And he certainly tried hard to make the most
of his luck; he compelled the trumpets of sensation to^ talk,
to shout about it, and he displayed everything he laid his
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